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The Ontario Auctioneer
Official Newsletter of the Auctioneers Association of Ontario - Fall 2020

President’s Message
“The secret to change is to focus all of your energy not on fighting the old, but on building the new”
 – Socrates

To my fellow members, 

   When I sat down to write my message for the Spring 2020 newsletter, I never imagined that we would be in the midst 
of our second wave just 6 short months later. While I feel as though we have been on a turbulent roller-coaster this year, I 
have seen so many beautiful opportunities emerge and be ceased by those around me. 

   As we soon approach a new year, and a new decade, it seems only fitting that we too, embrace the transforming world 
around us by moving our 2021 convention online. Our board is working hard to curate exciting seminars, create time and 
space for member interactions, provide opportunities to hear from our vendors and sponsors all while maintaining a 
design that is simplistic and user-friendly for all.

   With this new format, there is opportunity to change the layout and schedule as well. Please keep and eye on Facebook 
and your email, as we will be sending around polls and questionnaires so that we can build a conference that is best 
suited to you. If you have any ideas, suggestions or recommendations for our new virtual convention please feel free to 
contact me directly, I would love to hear from you!

   As we all know, the ‘Fun Auction’ Friday and night, and the Auctioneer’s Competition Saturday afternoon are key 
elements we all love year after year! In lieu of our live fun auction, we hope to run an online fundraising auction in its 
place. Funds raised will aid our association in continuing to keep us up-to-date and informed on industry changes, help 
us grow the association and continue to remind the public the importance of choosing an AAO Auctioneer. As for our 
competition, I will not pretend there is a virtual substitute that could compare; there is not! Considering this, we are 
hoping we may be able to combine this event with our Summer Social later in 2021. As for the AGM, this too will be held 
on-line following our educational series as per usual. 

   I applaud all the changes, adaptations, and strides forward by our members and our association this year. It is 
wonderful to see magazines and papers full once again of auction sale bills! Best wishes for a strong finish this year, we 
look forward to seeing you online for our 2021 convention next season!

Sincerely,

Christina St Clair
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Board Of Directors Contact List 2020

Jon Wilson - Past President 
254 Terrence Ave Dorchester, ON N0L 1G3 

519-268-0914 jonwilson@live.ca

Christina (Storey) St. Clair - President 
2889 Dundas Street London, ON N5V 5B5 

226-659-4644 ext. 1 226-234-1912 (c) christina@haymach.ca

Phil Faulkner - 1st Vice President 
215 Centre Street Stayner, ON L0M 1S0 
905-715-6841 philfaulkner@gmail.com

Frances Fripp - 2nd Vice President 
87 Danville AveActon, ON L2J 2W2 
416-906-9974 f_fripp@hotmail.com

Gerald Bowman - Board Director 
RR2 7133 Wellington Road Drayton, ON N0G 1P0 

519-638-5708 (h) 519-501-2444 (c) 519-638-5255 (Fax)gerbowman@hotmail.com

Nathan Slik - Board Director 
RR7 178 Prince Edward Road Belleville, ON K8N 4Z7 

613-243-3615 nathanielslik@gmail.com

Vernon Bailey - Board Director 
24 Granite Street Sault Ste. Marie, ON P6B 4T1 

705-253-1054 (h) vernonbaileyauctions@hotmail.com

Will Johnson - Board Director 
1511 Clarke Road London, ON N5V 5B4 
519-868-9457 johnwill295@outlook.com

Tracey Dixon - Board Director 
4317 Buttrey Street Niagara Falls, ON L2E 2X1 

905-401-5424 tracy2rtauctions.ca

Ken McGregor - Secretary Treasurer 
RR6 30959 Wyatt Road Strathroy, ON N7G 3H7 

519-232-4138 519-232-9166 (Fax) execdir@auctioneersassosiation.com

John van Klaveren - Regional Director 
565 Front Street Box 299 Wyoming, ON N0N 1T0 

519-845-3663 519-845-1114 (Fax) 519-331-1095 (c) jvanklav@xcelo.on.ca

Theresa Taylor - Regional Director 
Box 224 Cornwall, ON K6H 5S7 

613-933-7672 (business) info@theresataylor.com

David G. Jacob - Regional Director 
206 St. David Street Box 1163 Mitchell, ON N0K 1N0 

519-276-1575 (c) 519-348-9896 (w) davidjacobauctioneer@hotmail.com

Krista Richards - Regional Director 
914 Church Street Box 614 Lefroy, ON L0L 1W0 7

05-456-1901 (h) 705-726-2120 (w) krista.richards@rogers.com

Michael Peever - Regional Director 
Box 130 Desbarats, ON P0R 1E0 

705-297-9908 (h) mae-ger-treasures@bellnet.ca
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1-877-358-7773    Cindy 540203  or  Pam ext 540262
Fax 519-473-2256 ~ ontariofarmer.auctions@postmedia.com

Deadline 
Tuesday at 3pm

Distribution 
following Tuesday

Ontario Farmer is the ONLY weekly farm publication with a paid subscription base! 
Consider the purchasing power of our readership. 

If you have not been using the auction advertising in ‘Ontario’s First Choice Farm Publication*’, 
it is time to consider Ontario Farmer as YOUR fi rst choice.  *Ipsos Reid survey

email: ontariofarmer.auctions@sunmedia.ca

AAO Educational Bursary

   In 2003, the AAO founded an educational bursary aimed at promoting advanced professional development and
continuing education for established auctioneers. The bursary was renamed in 2008, to honour the late Ruth Hart -
Stephens. Ruth’s untimely demise in December 2007, after 43 years in the auction business left a gap in the auto auction 
world and the auction industry in general. Under the leadership of Ruth and her son Brad Hart, Manheim’s Toronto Auto 
Auctions have been staunch supporters of the AAO. Ruth believed 100% in the auction method of marketing, the need 
for constant upgrading of professional knowledge and skills, and maximum effort in the auction ring. The name of the 
award is now the AAO Educational Bursary.

   The AAO Educational Bursary is presented annually to a deserving member in good standing who has applied for
continuing education and professional development in an auction or auction - related field. The Bursary is for higher 
- level academic knowledge and/or skill based education. The recipient of the Bursary is announced at the President’s 
Banquet at the Annual AAO Convention and Competition. The Bursary award shall not exceed $1000.

   Past recipients have used the Bursary to go towards various courses, including The CPPAG (Canadian Personal 
Property Appraisers Group), CAI (Certified Auctioneers Institute, provided by the NAA/National Auctioneers Association), 
BAS (Benefit Auctioneer Specialist by the NAA), extra educational opportunities and classes provided by the Canadian 
Auction College and more. There have been many recipients of this Bursary since its inception and there have been 
years where there have been no applicants. The Board of Directors would be pleased to direct the allocated funds to a 
deserving AAO member.

   Applicants must be members in good standing and active in the auction industry. The Educational Bursary application 
form must be completed in full – incomplete applications will not be accepted. All funding from other sources must be 
declared on the application. The Bursary is not retroactive and cannot be applied against courses already completed. 
The application, all written reports, submissions and supporting documents become the property of the AAO.

   The deadline for submissions is December 31st each year. Applications shall be received by the Secretary/Treasurer 
and screened for completeness. At the annual convention applications will be judged by a panel made up of the 
President, the Past President and two current directors. If you would like to apply for the AAO Educational Bursary you 
may obtain an application form from the Secretary/Treasurer at: 

Secretary/Treasurer AAO
30959 Wyatt Road, RR #6, Strathroy, ON N7G 3H7
519-232-4138
Fax: 519-232-9166
execdir@auctioneersassociation.com
 

mailto:ontariofarmer.auctions%40sunmedia.ca?subject=
mailto:execdir@auctioneersassociation.com
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CanBid.com Launch

   With 20 years experience in the Online Auction Marketing space in Canada, Dwayne Leslie watched the industry evolve 
at an unbelievable pace this spring.

   Being involved with his neighbors farm estate auction as Covid hit in April, the uncertainty of holding any type of 
auction quickly changed to exuberance as a fully timed only large farm auction achieved pricing that exceeded any 
expectations that a traditional live event would have normally been realised.

   Working with several local auctioneers that needed a better solution than was currently available, CanBid.com was 
developed and launched in September of this year. 

   Aggregation of auctions to help simplify bidder frustrations, while at the same time protecting your data ownership are 
the cornerstones of CanBid.com. Timed and live simulcast are available, but the industry exclusive Hybrid auction which 
some describe as a “Live Auction on AutoPilot” is an interesting product that helps to create excitement around what is 
normally a fairly anticlimactic close to bidding of an item in an online auction. 

   CanBid.com is affiliated with Bidpath.com, a company owned by auctioneers with some of the most passionate auction 
support staff found anywhere, using technology that is ready for 2020 and beyond. 

For more information on CanBid.com, contact Dwayne Leslie today at 888 - 552 - 9910 or dwayne@canbid.com

For more info visit: www.theuppercanadian.com

https://www.canbid.com
http://www.theuppercanadian.com
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Lifetime Achievement Award Member of the Year Award

   The AAO Lifetime Achievement Award is given each year to an individual, or individuals, in recognition of significant 
and enduring contribution to the Association and the Auction Industry.

   The Association would like to formally recognize those members who have rendered exceptional services to the 
profession, whose achievements in their careers and/or whose contributions in the community have earned them 
distinction and brought honour to the profession. Within this community of professionals, there are a few exceptional 
individuals whose dedication, commitment and extraordinary contribution include achievements of such significance 
across a broad range of areas that the Association wishes to recognize these exceptional individuals by awarding them a 
Lifetime Achievement Award.

   The AAO is honoured to have the opportunity for its members to select and recognize a person who has given out-
standing support and service to the Association over the years. Nominations should be submitted to the AAO secretary 
before December 31st. Documentation should accompany this nomination.

   The Auctioneers Association of Ontario’s Member of the Year Award is given each year to an individual, in recognition of
their outstanding contribution and positive impact on the Association during the past year.

   The Association would like to express its appreciation and recognize a member that exhibits a prominent commitment 
to the AAO by their time, talent and resources invested, who has given outstanding support and service to further the 
goals and objectives of the Association. 

   Nominations should be submitted to the AAO secretary before January 1st. Documentation should accompany this 
nomination.

Life Time Achievement Award
Nomination Form
Supporting Factors

Nominee: ______________________.

Served as a Director
Served as a Regional Director
Held office as President
Has provided monetary sponsorship

Have they represented or promoted the AAO in any fashion:

Provided guidance, experience and/or leadership towards the AAO:

Provided time and/or mentorship towards individuals or groups in the Association or their communities:

Notable contribution to the AAO and or the Auction industry:

Comments:

Member of the Year Award
Nomination Form
Supporting Factors

Nominee: ______________________.

Served as a Director
Served as a Regional Director
Held a position in office
Chaired a committee

Provided guidance, experience and/or leadership towards the AAO:

Have they represented or promoted the AAO in any fashion:

Notable contribution to the AAO and or the Auction industry over the past year:

Comments:
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http://www.globalauctionmarketing.com
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Nobel Prize Rewards Auction Advances Thoughts. . .

The Nobel Prize in Economics rewards advances in Auction Theory

(From “The Economist” October 12, 2020)

   IN 1991 ALVIN ROTH, who in 2012 would share the Nobel prize for economics, was asked how the discipline might change 
over the century to come. “In the long term”, he wrote, “the real test of our success will be not merely how well we under-
stand the general principles which govern economic interactions, but how well we can bring this knowledge to bear on 
practical questions of microeconomic engineering.” Sweden’s Royal Academy of Science seems to agree. On October 12th 
it gave this year’s Nobel prize to Paul Milgrom and Robert Wilson, both of Stanford University, for their work on auction 
theory and design. Their work epitomises economics as engineering.

   Auctions are an ancient mechanism for selling valuable commodities, from fine art to a fisherman’s catch. A few, simple 
forms of auction have been dominant over time. In an English auction, ascending bids are made until a winner remains; 
in the Dutch variety, a high opening price is set and is reduced until a bidder is found. Yet as their use has expanded, 
auctions have become more complex, and economists have taken a keener interest. In the 1960s William Vickrey, who 
shared the Nobel in 1996, developed what became known as auction theory. He assessed bidders’ optimal strategies 
and studied the revenue and efficiency properties of different auction formats. But Vickrey concentrated on a relatively 
narrow set of cases, in which each bidder’s valuation of the good being sold is unrelated to those of the other bidders. 
In practice, however, what one person believes an auctioned item to be worth often depends on the valuations of other 
bidders or the seller. Each may have private information about its value, clues to which are revealed in the course of the 
auction.

   Are online auctions very prevalent in today’s market? Have they been for quite a while? Is there a market for live 
auctions?

   I have found that online auctions are everywhere! There are platforms that you can purchase a licence to use
on a monthly basis. You can pay certain platform services for an individual sale date. You can hold them for as little or 
long a time you set. You can pick your type of auction. Some examples would be vehicles, livestock, guns, china, art and 
the list goes on and on. Ebay is an early example of an online auction. Some people are licensed and some are not.

   I have found that there is also a market for live auctions, though not as prevalent in today’s market. Sure live auctions 
can still happen but with many obstacles and hazards to consider.

   Options are always available to an entrepreneur and an auctioneer. Successful entrepreneurs and auctioneers alike 
have apprised themselves with their options and continually adapt to the changing needs of their clients and their 
industry.
 
   Networks and associations have countless benefits while circumstances are uncertain. R&T Auctions has found that 
there are countless ways to hold an auction. Online auctions are very prevalent today. Participation in online auctions is 
growing exponentially. Adding your niche, passion, and personality is possible while utilizing the countless templates an 
auction company has to choose from.

Live auctions are such a buzz! Online auctions can be too! Be creative, the possibilities are endless.

Tracy Dixon
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http://www.managingyourassets.com
mailto:tjacobs%40managingyourassets.com?subject=
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Human Resources/Financial Report From The Off ice

   Renewal notices have been mailed to all members who have their membership expiring as of December 31, 2020. This 
is your opportunity to support your organization that has worked so hard during the past year to achieve some form of 
normality with the challenges we find ourselves faced with.

   Looking ahead, we are planning our AGM this year to be a virtual one. We have discovered methods of conduction 
balloting and passing the necessary motions online. Phil has mentioned in his article of the need for a strong
Nominating Committee report. This will greatly facilitate the running of the meeting. 

   We will be sending around a Notice of Annual Meeting to all members and accompanying it with the
instructions for attending the virtual meeting. You will need to register in advance for the link to permit access to the 
meeting. Watch for it!!

   President Christina mentions the work to develop virtual seminars. These , too will require registration to participate. 
Details will be in the Winter Newsletter.

   Plan ahead and get your renewals into the office. You will note the application of a penalty for not meeting the deadline. 
This will be enforced to encourage prompt payment. Kindly abide by these rules. 

Keep in touch as we move through the planning stages for your Winter Seminars and AGM.

Ken McGregor

Human Resources/Financial Resources Committee Report

   The Board has been meeting regularly to put together and line things up for the AAO Convention in February. During 
this process, it has been determined that the Board will require three new positions to be filled at the AGM in February.
Interested members for these positions should submit their names in with either Ken or a standing board member. In 
turn, Ken will read the names of the nominees out at the AGM. Those nominated and willing to stand will be voted on/
in. Immediately following the AGM, the Board holds it first official meeting with newly elected board members selecting 
new upcoming positions throughout the Board (President, 1st VP, 2nd VP, and Directors, etc.)

   The HR/FRC Committee has been working on the Sec./Treas. Contract, sponsorships, and Christina is working towards 
an online fun auction to raise funds. The investments are stable and the good management from last year’s convention 
will tie us over into a new year. The only real casualty of the Covid-19 pandemic is the competition; which is out of our 
hands. 

In the meantime our Board is continuing to meet via ZOOM with virtual meetings. 

Please contact us if you are interested in filling a position on the Board. 

Thank you everyone,
Stay Safe

Phil Faulkner 

                               Click for a Funny Video ->

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z6EchXyieos
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Have you clicked us lately?
For more info visit: www.ontariosauctionpaper.com

http://www.ontariosauctionpaper.com

